heather • faison

digital journalist+graphic artist

            heather.faison@gmail.com

     www.heatherfaison.com

       919-259-0069

Profile
Digital journalist who excels in combining video, audio, text and photos into vivid storytelling.

Award-winning graphic artist with extensive experience in print design and web development. Has designed brand and corporate identities and magazine spreads.

Web & Tech Skills

Proficient in: Final Cut Pro • Soundtrack Pro • Motion • DVD Studio Pro • Compressor • Photoshop • Sound Slides • Audacity • iMovie • Basic HTML & CSS • Wordpress blog publishing • Blogger • Twitter • Microsoft Office • Illustrator • InDesign • Willing and eager to learn anything else •

Experience

Digital Media Fellow, Kiplinger Program in Public Affairs Journalism, Columbus, OH
Dec. 2009-June 2010
• Produced four-part multimedia project on childhood obesity and the lack of healthy food access in North   

  Philadelphia, PA, a community of low and middle income families.

• Trained non-profit leaders, CEOs, educators and communicators on social media, online branding and 
  corporate strategies.

• Completed a range of art video courses and produced projects using Final Cut Pro, Motion graphics and 
  DVD Studio Pro. Also trained in mobile reader apps.

• Moderated Twitter page for the program.

Philadelphia Tribune, Philadelphia, PA

Aug. 2007-December 2009

• Worked as copy editor, contributing writer, and graphic designer.

• Wrote award-winning concert review on singer Maxwell and a feature story on the online activism 
  movement by African-American bloggers.

• Designed spreads and info graphics for the Tribune Magazine and Sojourner travel guide.

• Edited stories for all sections of the Black press newspaper. Created headlines and photo captions.

Artisan Blue Marketing & Design Firm, Washington, DC

May 2004-June 2007

• Worked as graphic designer.

• Assisted the lead designer with creating fliers, brochures, and website interfaces for clients such as The 
  Reginald B. Lewis Museum, Radio One and Howard University.

• Developed book release presentations for emerging D.C. authors and national radio promotions for Radio 
  One.

The Hilltop, Howard University, Washington, DC

Feb. 2007-May 2007
• Worked as layout designer.

• Worked with photo and story editors to create feature spreads for the Super Bowl and the Virginia Tech 
  campus shooting.

• Helped revise the style book for the Howard University daily campus newspaper.

• Trained writers and editors in InDesign.
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District Chronicles, Washington, DC

Fall 2006

• Was Editor-In-Chief.

• Managed staff of 12 writers, copy editors, and photographers.

• Created a recruitment and retention plan that doubled the writing staff.

• Implemented writing and reporting program for students and contributing writers.

Baltimore Examiner, Baltimore, MD

June 2006-Aug. 2006

• Worked as reporting intern.

• Covered the Health and Fitness, and Religion beats for the daily Baltimore newspaper.

• Worked with Health Editor to produce a package on asthma in West Baltimore. This report led to changes in city health codes.

• Worked on and produced 1-2 stories a day.

District Chronicles, Washington, DC

June 2005-May 2006

• Covered D.C. and Prince George’s County for the weekly community newspaper.

Education

Howard University, Washington, DC

major: print journalism • minor: graphic design

Bachelor of Arts in Journalism

Graduated May 2007

Honors

• Kiplinger Program Digital Media Fellow, Residential fellowship for mid-career journalists based at the 
  John Glenn School of Public Affairs at The Ohio State University.

• NNPA/Ford Foundation Black Press Fellowship, Hired at the Philadelphia Tribune, 2008 NNPA 
  newspaper of the year, as a full-time copy editor and entertainment contributor.

• Howard University/PBS Eyes On The Prize Image Award, Designed collage for multimedia project 
  chronicling the history of activism at Howard University for the award winning PBS series.

• Howard University Trustees’ Scholarship.
Training, Organization

• Temple University, La Nueva Frontera Digital: A Multimedia Experience for Journalists, Weekend boot camp on: Final Cut Pro Basics, Backpack Journalism & Writing for the Web, Visual Journalism Online, Developing a Show, Audio & Video Content for the Web.

• Member of National Association of Black Journalists.
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